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% Through establishing an innovative
area “rita-ism,” we

+ set questions about humanity which is to be

- provide the place to discuss the concept of
technology
- show a new research model of humanities

What is “rita” as a clue to rebuild a better society?

Exclusivism and accelerating fragmentation are rampant nowadays. Merit-based ideas force people to compete
with each other and abandon the weak. This utilitarian view informs decisions on who to socialize with in order
to gain the most benefit. The tendency is that if things are quantifiable, they are either valued or cast aside. A
clue to envision a better society and more fulfilling life in this savage world might be rita - the Japanese word
for altruism.

Acting for someone or something other than oneself. At first glance, it may seem absurd. However, this human
tendency could help us completely rethink humanity, society, and technology. To illuminate this aspect of our
human nature, which stands apart from meritocracy, utilitarianism, and numerical evaluation, we can lead with
an altruistic light in our pursuit of “rita-ism.”

Research areas will range widely from politics, the economy, and religion to Al, the environment, and the
universe. Valuing encounters with researchers and experts in various fields, we will avidly extend our reach and
open up the field of rita-ism. Our methods involve a flexible approach unique to Tokyo Tech that includes
experiments and producing works in addition to methods traditionally employed by the humanities and social
sciences such as bibliographic surveys and fieldwork.
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